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OUR MESSAGES

Thank you for taking the time to read
Wellington UniVentures' first Impact Report.
We hope this report gives you some insight
into how we work and some of the incredible
ventures coming out of the organisation.

02 Wellington UniVentures Impact Report 2021






Our Messages

CHIEF EXECUTIVE

ANNE BARNETT

This year we have created our first Impact Report. This
is an opportunity for us to reflect on our developments,
learnings and achievements from the year. We want to
acknowledge the projects we have helped to grow, the
people we have worked with and the impact we have
helped to accelerate from research coming out of

Te Herenga Waka—Victoria University of Wellington.

Despite the challenges that we faced as a result of the pandemic, we have
remained resilient and adapted the way that we work, continuing to drive
projects forward and connect with innovators who want to make a difference.
This year we also welcomed new expertise and experience to our team
particularly in the area of social science innovation, which has helped us to
both advance existing projects and establish new opportunities.

Our projects range from ideas that help solve environmental issues and
advances in the health sector, to developing educational tools, and building
platforms that can be used in the retail space - all of which you'll read about

in this report. It is because of our growth that we have been able to engage
with more projects than ever before and empower researchers across different
schools and faculties, helping to shape research into impactful initiatives.

We have the people, the experience and the knowledge to champion the work
of our innovators and help them to navigate the commercialisation process.
From postgraduate through to serial entrepreneurs, we help to create impact
and support positive change for Wellington, Aotearoa and the world.

Nga mihi,

st

{
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WHO WE ARE
AND WHAT WE DO

We work with Te Herenga Waka—Victoria
University of Wellington's researchers and
INnNnovators to shape their work into initiatives,

products or services that create impact, both
for Aotearoa and globally.
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OUR YEAR
AT A GLANCE

Throughout 2021, our team worked to advance
existing projects and drive new opportunities and
ventures. We engaged with more researchers
and projects than ever before and welcomed
several successful spinout companies.
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56 ACTIVE

INNOVATION
PROJECTS

7 SPIN OUTS, LICENSES
AND EQUITY DEALS

O

$9.03M:
TOTAL INCOME

4

12,595 STUDENTS
BENEFITTING
FROM KIVA

!

V4
- -
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381 LIVE PATENTS

AND APPLICATIONS

$7.2M: CAPITAL
FUNDS RAISED

by Wellington UniVentures
alumni companies

Our Year at a Glance

70 DISCLOSURES

FLEXIBLE WORKING
MODEL LAUNCHED

Launched our new flexible working
model internally to help innovators
create new ventures
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CASE STUDIES AND
SUCCESS STORIES

The research we are shaping is inspiring

and impactful, both economically and in
addressing societal challenges. There are
many highlights from the year but these are
just a few. See all of our projects here:
www.wellingtonuniventures.nz/portfolio
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Case Studies and Success Stories

$950K

IN PRE-SEED FUNDING
TO DEVELOP TASMANION
AND CREATE
PROTOTYPES FOR
- INDUSTRY

i

SHALINI DIVYA WINS
AT 2021 KIWINET
AWARDS

Wellington UniVentures nominated Dr Shalini
Divya and her work with Tasmanlon in the 2021
KiwiNet Commercialisation Awards, with Dr Divya
winning the Breakthrough Innovator Award. This
award recognises entrepreneurial researchers who
are making outstanding contributions to research
commercialisation in New Zealand. Dr Divya's
work into safe, sustainable aluminium-ion battery
technology was seen to have huge potential, not
only for New Zealand, but for the 400 million
people across the globe living in energy poverty.

TASMANION BECAME
A WELLINGTON
UNIVENTURES SPINOUT
COMPANY
IN 2021

BREAKTHROUGH
ENERGY FELLOWS

Wellington UniVentures supported the application
of Dr Franck Natali on to the Breakthrough Energy

IN APRIL 2021, A
NEW AMMONIA
SYNTHESIS REACTOR
WAS INSTALLED TO

Fellows. This programme was founded by Bill Gates ACCELERATE THE
to support the development and adoption of new SYNTHiShLSl\A?ﬁiESS OF

clean technologies that can help the world achieve
net zero emissions by 2050. Dr Franck Natali was
accepted on to the inaugural programme for this
work which revolutionises the way ammonia is
produced, making the process more economically
feasible and environmentally friendly.

EARLY LAB PROOF-OF-
CONCEPT AMMONIA
PRODUCTION WAS
VALIDATED BY AN
EXTERNAL THIRD PARTY
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Case Studies and Success Stories

BRA PROJECT

Sisters Xuxu and Aida Amoozegar-Montero are
both PhD students at Te Herenga Waka. With
Xuxu's 3D design research and Aida’s research into
the experiences of women who have undergone
reconstructive surgery, the pair have collaborated
to develop a new bra measuring and design
system. Helping this project to take shape, the
Wellington UniVentures team have been guiding
Xuxu and Aida through the early stages of their
entrepreneurial journey.

ALLEGRO ENERGY
SPINS OUT

In the fast-growing renewable energy market,
researchers at Te Herenga Waka have developed
water-based electrolytes for use in all kinds of
energy storage devices. At the end of the year,
Allegro Energy became the latest venture to spin
out of Wellington UniVentures, providing clean and
green energy storage solutions for a renewable
energy economy.
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Case Studies and Success Stories
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MEASUREMENTS IN THE
BRA PROJECT’'S NEW
DESIGN SYSTEM

THE PAIR JOINED THE
KIWINET EMERGING
INNOVATOR PROGRAMME

YEARS FROM RESEARCH
DISCOVERY TO SPINOUT
COMPANY

$1.5t

THE FORECASTED
GROWTH OF THE
PORTABLE BATTERY
MARKET BY 2024



Case Studies and Success Stories

KIVA TACKLES % | - $70K

BULLYING ACROSS
AOTEAROA

THE AMOUNT OF
FUNDING PROVIDED BY
THE RATA FOUNDATION

8

MORE SCHOOLS
BENEFITTING FROM THE
KIVA PROGRAMME

Wellington UniVentures licenses the bullying
prevention programme, KiVa. In 2021, KiVa was
adopted into schools across the Canterbury
region with help from The Rata Foundation.

The Foundation invested funds to implement
the programme over the next three years. This
investment allowed eight schools in the regional
Kahui Akos (cohort) to undertake training and
become a KiVa school.

BREAKTHROUGH
ENERGY FELLOWS

100°C

HE ENZYMES CAN
OPERATE AT ELEVATED
TEMPERATURES,
ENABLING THEM TO
ACT ON MIRNAS THAT
COMPETITOR ENZYMES
DO NOT RECOGNISE

ing

THE ENZYMES OFFER
INCREASED SENSITIVITY
COMPARED TO
COMPETITOR ENZYMES TO
IMPROVE THE DETECTION
OF RARE MIRNAS THAT MAY
BE INDICATORS OF DISEASE

Researchers at Te Herenga Waka and the University
of Waikato jointly discovered several novel
thermostable RNA ligase enzymes. We have been
supporting them on the path to implementation

of this research for microRNA (miRNA) sequencing
as a molecular tool for the diagnosis of chronic
diseases.
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ORGANISATION
AND PEOPLE

‘People power’ is one of Wellington
UniVentures' core values and what drives
our projects forward and on to success.
We've welcomed new team members,
promoted internally and empowered our
staff to become leaders.
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FIND OUT MORE

We hope you have enjoyed reading our first
Impact Report. You can find out more on our
website: www.wellingtonuniventures.nz
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WELLINGTON *
UNIVENTURES

Te Paewai
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